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Dean
Arthur M. Sammis
Memorial Issue
ARTHUR M. SAMMIS, ninth Dean of Hastings,
passed away on the 29th of October. His death deeply
saddened the College Community as well as the entire
profession. Dean Sammis devoted substantially his
entire adult life to the College. He graduated second
in his class in 1939 and served on the Faculty and as
Associate Dean and Registrar of the College prior to
his appointment to the Deanship on the Death of
Dean Snodgrass in 1963. Under his leadership, Hast-
ings has become among the nation's law schools with
the third largest student body of a school of its kind.
The physical plant of the College doubled to meet
the increasing needs of the student body, Faculty,
and the legal community, and the Faculty continued
to grow in both size and esteem.
Dean Sammis had for some time indicated his desire
to relinquish his administrative duties and assume a
full time teaching role. On September 24, Justice
A. Frank Bray, Vice President of the Board of Direc-
tors, announced that with much regret the Board
accepted Dean Sammis' resignation. In his honor,
the Board had bestowed upon him the title of Dean
Emeritus and the position of Robert W. Harrison
Professor of Law. He was to assume his teaching role
after February.
After his death, a memorial assembly was held at the
College at which distinguished scholars and jurists
paused to honor Dean Sammis' memory. It is in his
honor that this special issue of the Hastings Alumni
is dedicated.
Editor's Note: Because of the passing of Dean Sammis and our rush to properly honor his
memory, we have, in this issue, departed substantially frqm normal format of the Hastings
Alumni Bulletin. A regular issue will follow in Jauary in which we will continue to present
issues of timely interest.
New Dean Named
MARVIN J. ANDERSON was
named to succeed as the tenth
Dean of the College and the present
tragedy hastened his assumption
of this role. Dean Anderson came
to Hastings as Professor of Law
and Registrar in 1964. In 1965 he
was elevated to Assistant Dean;
he became Associate Dean in 1966
and Vice Dean in 1969. Dean An-
derson has placed special emphasis
on the Hastings Clinical Program
and been the recipient of grants
from the ABA Council on Profes-
sional Responsibility which now in-
volves eleven instructors in nine
courses and has been characterized
as one of the best in the nation.
Also in his role as chief fiscal officer
of the College, Dean Anderson has
been instrumental in obtaining sub-
stantial increases in the budget al-
locations for various programs at
Hastings.
ACTING
REGISTRAR
APPOINTED
GEORGE B. SPENCER has been
appointed Acting Registrar of Hast-
ings. Prior to coming to the College,
Mr. Spencer served as a Budget Di-
rector for the State Department of
Finance, and had come to Hastings
as Executive Assistant to the Dean
before his recent appointment. As
Acting Registrar, Mr. Spencer will
continue in his role as a key adviser
to the Dean and the Board in or-
ganization, procedure and other
management areas.
GUY 0. KORNBLUM, a graduate
of Hastings of 1966, has been named
by the Board to the position of
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs.
Dean Kornblum was a member of
the San Francisco Firm of Bledsoe,
Smith, Catheart, Johnson & Rog-
ROIRDAN NAMED
ALUM
OF THE YEAR
JOHN H. ROIRDAN, '09, senior
partner in the firm of Knight, Bo-
land & Roirdan, was chosen Hast-
ings Man of the Year. The distin-
guished San Francisco attorney
was chosen from a distinguished
list of nominees at the State Bar
Convention in Los Angeles. In his
much publicized acceptance speech,
Mr. Roirdan spoke of the rich heri-
tage of the College from the per-
spective of his over a half century's
association with Hastings.
ers, and is a member of both the
California and Indiana Bars. He is
also a Professor of Constitutional
Law. The Board of Directors has
created this position in response to
the increasing size and complexity
of the student body of the College.
Traynor
Will Head
Hastings
Law Journal
PROFESSOR ROGER J. TRAY-
NOR will be the new Advisor of the
Law Journal. The current Editorial
Board feels that under the former
jurist's guidance, the Journal will
continue to be a leading source of
scholarly discussions among leading
contemporary scholars and practi-
tioners throughout the nation. The
Board constantly solicits the advice
of the legal community to best serve
its needs and your comments are
greatly appreciated. The Hastings
Law Journal has become an in-
valuable part of any Law Library.
Subscription inquiries should be
addressed in care of:
Circulation Editor
Hastings Law Journal
University of California,
Hastings College of the Law
198 McAllister Street
San Francisco, CA 94102
Kornblum Class of '66 Named Assistant
Dean-Student Affairs
LIBRARY
DEVELOPMENTS
DAN F. HENKE has been appoint-
ed Head Librarian and Professor of
Law. Professor Henke gained
national recognition in a similar
position at the School of Law at
Berkeley. The Library staff now
stands at five full-time librarians
and several assistants. These peo-
ple manage the rapidly expanding
collections of the College and serve
the needs of the College Commu-
nity. In January of last year the
library was more than doubled in
capacity. Alumni are reminded that
the extensive facilities as well as
the pleasant atmosphere of the Col-
lege Library stand at their service
and open to their use. The Library
is located on the third floor of the
College. Any inquiries should be
directed to the library office.
Auditing of Courses
Hastings Alumnus can audit classes
at the college. This opportunity af-
fords the practitioner the chance to
either refresh certain areas of the
law, or to expose himself to new and
challenging discussions on a theo-
retical basis. Further, the faculty
of the College are among the lead-
ing legal minds in the country. Such
exposure should prove richly re-
warding to you and to the College.
A list of offerings and professors
is available on request; address
inquiries to:
The Office of the Registrar
University of California,
Hastings College of the Law
198 McAllister Street
San Francisco, CA 94102
Hastings Hosts
Environmental
Hastings Alumni
Elect New
President
Convention
Hastings College of the Law and
Continuing Education of the Bar
jointly hosted the first annual
National Environmental Law Con-
vention during the weekend of No-
vember 6th. This meeting brought
together the country's key Environ-
mental and Conservationists with
attorneys who are keenly interested
with new and challenging issues
raised by the ecology. Professor
Gary Widman, Director of the
College's Natural Resources De-
partment and Congressman Pete
McClosky were the opening speak-
ers. The three-day meeting includ-
ed seminars and workshops held at
Hastings.
ROBERT TAYLOR ADAMS, of
the Reno firm of Adams, Reed &
Bowen was chosen new president of
the Hastings Alumni Association at
a recent meeting at the State Bar
Convention. He was chosen from
the over 5,000 alums of the College.
Mr. Adams looks to increase par-
ticipation of the members of the
Alumni Association in the activities
of the Law School. He feels that the
Association can be of key impor-
tance in the area of placement as
well. Mr. Adams, possessed with a
keen knowledge of the problems
facing a growing law school, should
prove,'as he has in the past, a
great asset to Hastings in his new
capacity.
HASTINGS PREPARES VIDEO TAPE PROGRAM
The new audio-visual facilities of
the College are being used to de-
velop a series of TV tapes to aid in
legal education. For example, last
week Hastings, in co-operation with
CEB and the University of Califor-
nia, prepared a tape showing the
techniques for examining an expert
medical witness. Professor Wallach
and a class in the Law and Medi-
cine took part. The tapes have the
potential of national distribution.
Hastings Welcomes New Professors
This September the Faculty of the Col-
lege grew in size with several distinguished
appointments. Roger Traynor, former
Chief Justice of the California Supreme
Court, assumed a full time teaching posi-
tion and a chair in his honor. Along with
his distinguished experience as a jurist,
Professor Traynor brings his extensive
academic resources to the College. He will
teach Conflicts, Advanced Criminal Pro-
cedure and a Seminar in the Judicial
Process.
Professor Jerome Hall, former Distin-
guished Service Professor at the Univer-
sity of Indiana, is an authority in the areas
of Criminal Law and Jurisprudence. He is
a widely noted author and scholar.
Professor Harold E. Verrall comes to
Hastings from UCLA. He was the co-author
with the late Dean Sammis of a text in
Community Property.
Professor John B. Hurlbut, an authority
in Contracts and Evidence, moved to Hast-
ings after serving since 1937 on the Stan-
ford Law School Faculty.
Professor Laurence H. Eldredge, a teach-
er of law and medical students at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and nationally
noted trial lawyer, is visiting this year at
Hastings. He will serve as director of the
Law and Medicine Program which is being
presented by the College in co-operation
with the University Medical Center in San
Francisco.
Professor William T. Fryer will be visit-
ing this year, on leave from the National
Law Center at George Washington Uni-
versity.
The Adjunct Faculty of the College has
also grown.
For example, E. Robert Wallach, the
noted Bay Area personal injury expert,
has been appointed Assistant Professor of
Law in the Law and Medicine Department.
Doctor Martin G. Blinder, a well-known
psychiatrist and educator, has been made
Assistant Professor of Law in that Depart-
ment.
Theodore E. Wolcott, the leading East
Coast authority in Aviation Law, will be
teaching a seminar in that field as Assist-
ant Professor of Law.
In addition to significant advances in
the Clinical Program, the Law and Medi-
cine Program, and the Resources and En-
vironment Program, new courses have been
added in such areas as Advocacy, Juris-
prudence, Copyright Law, Youth Law, and
Advanced Drug-Legal Problems.
RESOLUTION
The faculty and each of its individual
members express to Arthur's widow, Eu-
genia Sammis, his three sons, Ian, Theo-
dore, and Robert, and to his father, Louis
Sammis of Wallace, California, and his
aunt, Mrs. Helen Stern of Berkeley, Cali-
fornia, our profound sympathy. Perhaps
they will find solace across these hard
days in the knowledge of how beloved and
respected Arthur was in the legal profes-
sion and in the community. Everyone
who ever worked with him came to value
his friendship as well as his outstanding
ability as a lawyer, teacher, and admin-
istrator. They are legion who knqW and
appreciate the outgoing temperament
that he and his family have brought to
the world around them and particularly
to the College that he led.
Arthur began his distinguished law teach-
ing career in 1944 as a part-time instruc-
tor at Hastings College and served the
College with distinction and dedication
thereafter as Professor, Registrar, Asso-
ciate Dean, and Dean. Although his main
preoccupation was Hastings College of
the Law, he also took seriously his du-
ties as Lieutenant Commander of the
United States Naval Reserve.
Throughout all these years Arthur won
the admiration and affection of his col-
leagues by reason of his forthrightness,
his excellence as a teacher, his wise sense
of responsibility as a Dean and his sym-
pathetic understanding of human rela-
tions that served so well to make the
Board of Directors, the faculty, and the
student body a unified team ever alert to
achieve and maintain optimum standards
of excellence.
Not only legal education but the legal
profession generally has suffered a great
loss. Let us continue to look for men like
Arthur Sammis wherever we are in the
world, and cherish them when we find
them. We shall not find them often.
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